SOCIETY FOR FOLK LIFE STUDIES

Constitution as amended at Annual General Meeting held at the George & Abbotsford Hotel, Melrose, Sunday 18th September 2005, at 10.00am.

1.   The Society shall be entitled The Society for Folk Life Studies.

2.   The objects of the Society shall be to promote the study of all aspects of Folk Life

       with particular reference to Great Britain and Ireland, to publish a journal, and other

       publications from time to time.

3.   The Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons and institutions interested

       in the study of Folk Life.

4.   The rate of annual subscription and the sale price of back numbers of the Society's

       journal shall be fixed by the Society at any Annual General Meeting of the Society.

      The subscription shall be payable on 1st October for the ensuing year.

5.    The business of the Society shall be conducted by the Officers and a Council.

6.   The Officers of the Society shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Immediate     

      Past-President, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Editor of Folk Life, Editor of the     

      Newsletter, Website Officer, Secretary, Membership Secretary and Conference 

      Secretary. The Officers shall be elected at an Annual General Meeting. 

7.   The Council shall consist of the Officers of the Society together with not less than six
       and not more than twelve members of the Society. Five persons shall form a quorum.

      The Council shall have power to co-opt up to three members annually, provided that

       the size of the Council shall not exceed the total of the Officers and twelve members

       of the Society. In addition Local Secretaries shall be co-opted to the Council as

       required.

8.   The Officers shall be elected annually and are eligible for re-election, but the             

President and the Immediate Past-President shall not hold office for more than three consecutive years. Twelve members of the Council shall be elected, each to serve for a period of three years, not less than two and not more than four being elected in any year. When their term of office expires, ordinary members of the Council shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.

9.   Nominations, with the consent of the nominees, for the offices of President, Vice-

      president, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Editors, Website Officer, Secretary, 

      Membership Secretary and Conference Secretary, and for the vacancies on the 

      Council, must be received by the Secretary not less than twenty-one days before the 

      Annual General Meeting. 

      Nominations shall be by ordinary members of the Society. In the absence of any 

      nominations in respect of any office or membership of Council, the Council may, 

      with the consent of the nominee, put forward the name of a member of the Society 

      whom they consider suitable for the approval of the Annual General Meeting.

10.  The ordinary paid-up subscribers shall form the voting membership of the Society.

       An institution subscribing to the Society may send one delegate to an Annual   

       General Meeting. Institutional delegates shall have no voting powers.

11.  The Annual General Meeting shall normally be held in September, notice of the

        meeting being given to all ordinary members of the Society not later than the end of

        June. Subscribing institutions shall not, of right, be notified annually of Annual

        General Meetings, unless the Secretary receives a request in writing before the end        

        of April each year for notification in that year.

12.  The income and property of the Society wheresoever derived shall be applied solely

        towards the promotion of the objects of the Society as set forth in this Constitution,

        and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred directly or indirectly to any  

        member of the Society by way of dividend, bonus or otherwise by way of profit to   

        any member of the Society.

13.  No amendment to this Constitution shall be made except by an Annual General

       Meeting, or by an Extraordinary General Meeting called by the Council or by twelve

       ordinary members of the Society. All proposals for the amendment of the     

       Constitution shall be in the form of a written notice of motion submitted to the 

       Secretary at least twenty one days before an Annual General Meeting or  

       Extraordinary General  Meeting. Any request for an Extraordinary General Meeting  

       shall reach the Secretary so as to allow for this twenty one days' period, and for a 

       further period of at least four weeks before the holding of such meeting.

14.  In the event of the liquidation of the Society, disposal of its assets may only be made

       by the decision of an Annual or Extraordinary General Meeting, and may only be

       carried out in accordance with the stated objects of the Society.

